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of the world. It has one of the largest coal-
ing stations and is a very important navy
base. The most prominent industrial estab-
lishments are cotton-knitting mills, cotton
compresses, fertilizer factories, shipyards,
tobacco and cigar factories, foundries, ma-
chine shops, lumber mills, automobile as-
sembling plants and silk mills. The 11 parks
cover 302 acres. The city has 37 schools,
attended by 26,000 pupils, besides the Nor-
folk Academy and branch colleges of William
and Mary and of the Virginia Polytechnic
Institute. Portsmouth (across the Elizabeth
River) and Norfolk constitute a Federal
customs district. Old Point Comfort is just
north of the city, and the Norfolk Navy Yard
is in Portsmouth where $50,000,000 have been
spent in equipping it.
Norfolk was organized as a town in 1682,
was incorporated as a borough in 1736 and
was chartered as a city in 1845. In January
1776, about nine-tenths of the town was
burned by the British under the Earl of
Dunmore. The city suffered severely from
yellow fever in 1855. It was entered by
Virginia troops in command of William B.
Taliaf erro, in April, 1861, and the navy yard
was fired, but little damage was done. Until
taken by the Federal forces, in May, 1862,
it was the chief naval station of the Con-
federacy. Population, 1920, 115,777; in
1930, 129,710.
NORMAL SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS
COLLEGES, institutions for the training of
teachers. A school man of national authority
has said: "Teacher training consists in the
provision of opportunities for prospective
teachers to acquire the requisite body of
knowledge, the professional attitude, the
teaching skills, and the capabilities for future
growth which are demanded by the special
requirements of the position to be filled."
To accomplish these purposes over 330
normal schools and teachers colleges in the
United States are training nearly 3,000 stu-
dents. The normal school more often special-
izes in elementary teaching, while the teachers
college often concentrates on high school
teaching.
The first public normal was opened at
Lexington, Mass., in 1839; the first one west
of the Allegheny Mountains was established
at Ypsilanti, Mich., in 1850. At least one
state normal school is now maintained in
every commonwealth of the Union, and states
as populous as New York and Pennsylvania
 have from six to ten, or more. These insti-
tutions are supported by appropriations
made by the state legislature.
The professional subjects most frequently
making up the training course are educational
psychology, special methods, practice teach-
ing and observation; tests, measurements
and statistics; history of education, admin-
istration and supervision, secondary educa-
tion, general methods—according to reports
from 60 training institutions.
Professional training for the teacher may
be gained in the special high school course,
the county normal school, the state normal
school, the state teachers college, the depart-
ment of education in a college or the college
of education in a university.
The amount of training required is affected
by the supply of available teachers, but most
states and private educational boards also are
continually raising the standards for teachers.
NORMAN ARCHITECTURE, a modifica-
tion of the Romanesque style developed by
the Northmen and their descendants in
France, England and Italy, where it prevailed
until the twelfth century. When Edward the
Confessor entered England to succeed the
Danish king, Norman influence in architec-
ture went with him. It was vastly increased
after the conquest of England by William of
Normandy in 1066. In the earlier French
forms the Normans increased the size of the
churches, preserving the basic Romanesque
features, but introducing a Gothic element.
The church plan is that of the Latin cross with
the nave and aisles, one on each side; the
transept is the short arm of the cross; the
semicircular apse is at the east end of the
nave (the choir), The nave is three stories
high and rests on heavy pillars or clusters
of pillars. The walls are very thick so that
the doors are recessed deeply and are often
decorated with sculpture. The cuttings on
the stone are shallow. The buildings always
preserve the massiveness of the typical Ro-
manesque. The large square towers at the
west end of the nave are stressed in each
case and are heavily ornamented. The win-
dows are small and narrow usually and over
the windows and doors are semicircular arched
heads. Single pillars support the arches
generally over the building; but ia the later
patterns shafted pillars were employed. The
masonry is not dressed but left rough; the
joints are large. Richly carved moldings
and fine mosaics are characteristic features.

